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March 23, 2017
Dear Senator:

On behalf of the over 170,000 members and supporters of the American Association of University
Women (AAUW), | urge you to reject the president’s FY18 budget proposal and support investments in
non-defense discretionary (NDD) spending. | urge you to utilize your Constitutional duties and enact a
budget that invests in programs that support economic growth, assists working families, and protects
civil rights for all.

AAUW’s member-adopted Public Policy Program supports “public budgets that balance individual
rights and responsibility to the community.”’ President Trump’s FY18 budget blueprint includes
proposals to deepen the already problematic cuts to NDD programs — programs that have already
suffered due to years of devastating sequestration cuts — further damaging the very communities he
vowed to protect during his campaign.

The U.S. Department of Education would see a 14 percent budget reduction under the Trump
administration proposed budget plan." The following cuts will have a lasting effect on students,
specifically women and minorities, who need such programs to become economically sufficient:

e Cuts $3.7 billion in grants for teacher training, after-school and summer programs, and aid
programs to first generation and low-income students.’

e Cuts $4 billion from the Pell grant program which helps students in need afford to pay for
college without increasing student debt load."

e Significantly reduces federal work-study aid to college students.’

e Proposes increase of $250 million to fund a private school voucher program and would use an
additional S1 billion to encourage school districts to adopt Title | portability." This is a stepping
stone to school vouchers and AAUW opposes all voucher schemes." Why? Because precious tax
dollars must go to public schools, not private schools that don’t follow civil rights laws or critical
accountability standards.

The Trump administration proposed an 18 percent reduction to the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services. These cuts will result in:
e Decrease in funding for the National Institutes of Health (NIH), including cancer research and
programs to train health professionals.'
e Decrease the number of domestic violence and sexual assault survivors served, ultimately
threatening survivor safety and security.™
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The U.S. Department of Labor (DOL) is one agency that would be hit particularly hard by the president’s
proposal, with reductions of more than 20 percent outlined in the administration’s budget blueprint.
Gutting DOL would result in the following reductions:
e \Weaken federal protections that ensure workers are paid what they earn, including important
equal pay laws.*
e Elimination of the Senior Community Service Employment Program which provides assistance
to low-income seniors to find work.
e Closing of Job Corps, a job-training program for disadvantaged youth, as well as other job
training programs that help individuals upgrade their skills. X

President Trump’s budget proposal also eliminates funding for nearly 20 smaller independent agencies,
including the National Endowment for the Arts, the National Endowment for the Humanities, the
Corporation for Public Broadcasting and the Legal Services Corporation, where more than 70 percent of
clients are women X These historic and devastating cuts to NDD programs place undue burdens on
working families. While the budget process is a complicated issue, the solution is not indiscriminate
and ruthless cuts to federal spending that will weaken critical programs that benefit both our citizens
and our nation’s bottom line. Congress should reject this “skinny” budget proposal and take action to
fund core services and community investments. Everyone — and the nation’s economy -- benefits from
investments in public health, infrastructure, education, housing, law enforcement, and workforce
programs.

While President Trump’s initial budget proposal is thin on details, his fiscal agenda is clear. During this
critical time, our members are relying on Congress to exercise their “power of the purse” in a
reasonable manner. | urge you to invest in NDD spending and protect programs that help working
families. Cosponsorship and votes associated with these issues may be included in the AAUW Action
Fund Congressional Voting Record for the 115th Congress. Please do not hesitate to contact me at
202/785-7720, or Anne Hedgepeth, senior government relations manager at 202/785-7724, if you have
any questions.

Sincerely,

vt

Lisa M. Maatz
Vice President of Government Relations and Advocacy
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